
how they did it

FITTING A TRANSVERSE DRAWER BOX

G arrett Hack initially considered building a secret compartment into 
his butternut bureau (see the back cover). But he chose instead 
to add a pair of tiny drawers to the side of the chest. He made 
a special drawer box for them and fitted it to the inside of the 
carcase side. The box is supported by the runners for the bureau’s 

top left drawer, which Hack shortened. What the little drawers lack in secrecy, 
they deliver double in playfulness and delight. 

Not-quite-secret drawers
B Y  J O N A T H A N  B I N Z E N

I’ll have two drawers on the side. The diminutive 
drawers travel through a hole in the solid butternut case 
side and rest in their own drawer box.

Glue blocks reinforce 
attachment of box to 
cabinet side.

Mortise for spline, 
3⁄16 in. deep by 1⁄8 in. wide, 
routed before assembly

Drawer box, 
mahogany, 
5⁄16 in. thick

Box is open 
at both ends.

Top drawer rides on 
rosewood runner, 
1⁄8 in. thick, which 
is let into a sawkerf 
and serves as a 
stop.

Spline, 1⁄8 in. 
thick by 3⁄8 in. 
wide

Walnut front

Bottom, 
white cedar

Sides, curly 
aspen

Inside dimensions of 
drawer box match size 
of opening in case side.

Two screws 
through back 
secure drawer 
box.

Box rests on 
drawer runners 
and rear rail.
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