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handwork

E very handplane has its own personality. It may take a 
few months to figure out, but once you discover what 
a plane does really well, how best to tune it, how 
tight the throat can be, and which bevel angle works 
best on the blade, the tool really begins to sing.

this is certainly true of my two favorite block 
planes, which are always close at hand. the larger, a lie-Nielsen 
No. 601⁄2, is set up to be precise. It has an adjustable mouth that 
I keep tight, a firmly bedded blade, and ample weight, making 
it perfect for taking thin, delicate shavings. the other, a small 
Veritas apron plane, is set up to take thick shavings. It has a 

Two block planes are better than one
B Y  G A R R E T T  H A C K

One for coarse work and one 
for fine. The apron plane (right), 
works quickly at roughing out 
curves, profiles, and chamfers. 
The adjustable-mouth block plane 
(left) follows to fine-tune and 
smooth the surface. 

wide throat, is light in my hand, and is nimble, three features 
that make it a snap to work the plane quickly.

But I don’t think of these block planes as independent tools. 
rather, they are a complementary pair that work great together. 
I use each to its strength. I call the apron plane into service 
first, using it for rough work, getting things close. then, I set 
it aside and pick up the adjustable-mouth block plane to take 
the last few, delicate, shavings. By the way, I keep both blades 
sharpened at an easy-to-maintain 25°.

Garret Hack is a contributing editor.
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Whether it’s been cut at the bandsaw or bent 
with steam, a curved part needs to be cleaned 

up and faired to look its best. Set up to remove wood 
quickly, an apron plane (above) is the perfect tool 
to get rid of machine marks and the rough grain left 
behind by steam. It’s also a great way to dial in the 
curve’s shape. When it’s time to make the last small 
adjustments to the curve and smooth the part’s 
surface, set down the apron plane and pick up the 
adjustable-mouth block plane (right). 

When you’ve worked hard to make a table or  
cabinet, it’s a shame to finish it off with a rout-

ed edge. A custom edge profile is more suitable for 
handmade furniture and is no trouble to make. Rough 
out the shape quickly with the apron plane (left), and 
then tune its shape and smooth its surface with the 
adjustable-mouth block plane (above).

Refine curved parts

Create custom edge profiles
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handwork continued
Knock out chamfers

Trim inlay flush

There are many ways to cut a chamfer, but none are 
as flexible as a block plane. You can cut a straight 

chamfer, one that tapers in width, and even chamfer 
around a curve. Do the bulk of the work with the apron 
plane (above). You might get some tearout, but don’t 
worry. The adjustable-mouth block plane, with its fine 
shavings, will remove it (right).

After gluing a piece of stringing into its groove, 
quickly work it down near the surrounding surface 

with the apron plane (left). Speed is what you’re after 
at this stage. Then use the adjustable-mouth block 
plane to trim the stringing flush with the surface. But 
don’t stop there. Take another pass or two to smooth 
the inlay and the surrounding wood (above). With its 
tight mouth and the light shavings, the adjustable- 
mouth plane can handle even reversing grain and 
multiple inlay in one area.
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