
T revor 
Hadden’s 
training with Michael Cullen 
not only yielded the woodworking knowledge 
and skills he needed to go it on his own, but also 
culminated in the Arts and Crafts tool chest seen 

on the back cover. The design is loosely based on Cullen’s, but 
Hadden tailored the anatomy to his own tools, enlarging some 

An A+ tool chest
B Y  A N I S S A  K A P S A L E S
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drawers, adding more of a particular depth 
and fewer of another. Hadden used traditional 

doors in the middle but sliding doors below and above to avoid 
the opening and closing arc. However, he didn’t veer from 
tradition in the construction, using hand-cut dovetails, mortise-
and-tenon joinery (through and hidden), wedged tenons, and 
tapered sliding dovetails to keep the case solid and functioning 
smoothly for years to come.

False rail is friction fit 
and held in place by 
two bullet catches.
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how they did it
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